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Report Highlights: 

The Government of India’s (GOI) Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) amended the 

Food Safety and Standards (Food Product Standards and Food Additives) Regulations, 2011 and Food 

Safety and Standards (Packaging and Labeling) Regulations, 2011, pertaining to standards and labeling 

requirements for carboxymethyl cellulose. 
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Executive Summary:  
 

FSSAI published Food Safety and Standards (Food Product Standards and Food Additives) and 

Amendment Regulations, 2014, and updated its standards for carboxymethyl cellulose, and natural food 

coloring products.  FSSAI also updated its (Packaging and Labeling) Amendment Regulations, 2014, 

for carboxymethyl cellulose.  The GOI notified these changes to the World Trade Organization (WTO), 

and on April 23, 2015, and the draft regulations were published on WTO website.  FSSAI is currently 

accepting public comments for both the amendments and will continue to accept comments through 

June 22, 2015. 

  

Post notes the following discrepancies in the FSSAI notification:  

 

i. The amendment, though published in 2015, is titled as “Amendment Regulations, 2014”  

ii. Clause (49), which was added to Sub-regulation 2.4.5. in this notification, should actually be 

Clause (50) as (49) was already added in an earlier FSSAI notification wherein requirements and 

restrictions for nutritional ingredient labels for trehalose, plant stanol ester, and oligofructose in 

specified food products were updated (GAIN Report IN5047). 

  

General Information:  
 

DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this report was retrieved from the Government of India 

(GOI) and WTO websites: http://www.fssai.gov.in/ and www.wto.org.  The Office of Agricultural 

Affairs and/or the U.S. Government make no claim of accuracy or authenticity.  

  

Amendments as listed in the FSSAI notification are given below:  

 

1. In Chapter 2, a new clause (49) has been added to Sub-regulation 2.4.5 relating to ‘Specific 

requirements/restrictions on manner of labeling’ and it states: 

 

“49. Every package of ready to serve beverages using carboxymethyl cellulose shall bear the   

quantity of carboxymethyl cellulose used and fruit content therein” 

  

2. In Chapter 3, various sub-clauses with a proviso have been added to Clause 2 of Regulation 3.1.2 

relating to ‘Coloring Matter’ and they are as follows: 

  

(h) Anthocyanins 

(i) Copper Cholorophyllin 

(j) Natural Carotenes 

(k) Paprika 

(l) Carthamus 

(m) Lutein 

Provided that no natural color shall be allowed in infant foods. 

  

3. In Sub-regulation 3.2.1, various clauses have been added after Clause 15 relating to ‘Standards 

of food additives ‘and they are pasted below. 
 

http://gain.fas.usda.gov/Recent%20GAIN%20Publications/FSSAI%20Publishes%20Packaging%20and%20Labeling%20Amendment%20Regulations%202015_New%20Delhi_India_4-14-2015.pdf
http://www.fssai.gov.in/
http://www.wto.org/


 
 



 



 



 



 

 
 
  



 



 



 



 

 
 

Comments should be sent to: 

 

Mr. P. Karthikeyan 

Assistant Director 

SPS Enquiry Point 

Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) 

FDA Bhawan, Kotla Road 

New Delhi – 110 002 

Email: baranip@yahoo.com 

 

FSSAI’s notification is available on FSSAI’s website: http://www.fssai.gov.in/ 

 

Final details on the draft regulations: 

 

Publication Date on the FSSAI website: April 7, 2015 

Date of Implementation: To be determined 

WTO Notification Number: G/SPS/N/IND/102 

WTO Notification Date: April 23, 2015 

Final Date for Comments: June 22, 2015 

Products affected: Fruit and vegetable juice based drinks   
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